
Across enemy lines  

A study of All-Party Groups in 

Canada and the UK 

 Paul Thomas, PhD Candidate 



ABCs of APGs 

• Voluntary, informal associations 

• Non-partisan 

• Two main types 

• Internal or external origin 



Growth industry 
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Activities 

• Information distribution 

• Meeting with stakeholders 

• Inquiries and reports 

• Lobbying ministers, press statements 

• Introducing legislation and motions 

 





Impact 

• Agenda setting 

• Legislation and policy 

change 

• Norms of cooperation 

• Networks 

 



Concerns 

• Legitimacy 

• Ethical problems 

• Registries 



Responsible Government 

• Sharp government/opposition divide 

• Seen to be better for accountability, 

representation 

• May be a place for cooperation and 

non-partisanship 

• Expand possible outcomes 



Legislative Behaviour 

• Re-election usually seen as main goal 

• Many APGs unrelated to individual or 

party advantage 

• Information? Career goals?  

• Personal interest? 

• How do issues become partisan or not?  



MP Perception 

“After eight almost eight 
years of this place I realize 
that I actually have more 
flexibility than I first thought. 
I just need to take it.”  
- Brad Trost quoted in Brennan, Richard J. 2012. “Conservative 
MP Brad Trost says fellow backbenchers too often toe the 
party line.” The Toronto Star. January, 31. 
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Cross-national variation 
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Existing Literature 

• Remarkably little literature on APGs in 

the Westminster system 

• Mostly just raised in passing 

• Last full study in the UK was 

Richardson and Kimber, 1971 



Research Questions 

• How do APGs affect the operation of 

responsible government? Do they 

enhance or undermine the system? 

• Why do legislators participate in APGs? 

• Why does APG prevalence vary 

between legislatures? 



Cases 

• Canada, UK, Scotland and Northern 

Ireland 

• Ontario as null case 



Method 

• Examine characteristics of legislature, 

party systems and electoral competition 

relative to trends in APG prevalence 

• Analyze of membership patterns relative 

to legislator demographics, margin of 

victory, party, etc. 

• MP interviews and survey 



Thanks! Questions? 
Email: paul.thomas@utoronto.ca 


